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convictions accord with mine are in some parties. A few of them
are in high positions too. I go to [certain functions] of their party
out of personal regard for them and not because I am in accord with
all the principles and policies of the party concerned."44
He continued to write novels and short stories and his following
continued to grow. He explored several significant themes including
sexual taboos, mental illness, women's rights, the cult of the "film
star," and the tyranny of "community opinion."45 And he never
hesitated to make explicit the reasons why he considered the themes
relevant and significant.
His writings evoked some criticisms of the type that had earlier
been levelled against him and there were some new charges too. How
could the march of socialism benefit by the kind of stories you write?
Why don't you write on the most urgent and crying social issues of
the hour? These were the old, hackneyed charges. To them Jaya-
kanthan replied that he would never be a clown who would strut
on the stage with a "regal" gait, proclaiming that he was a revolu-
tionary and that he created literature exclusively for the uplift of
society. "This does not mean that I consider those who do so
necessarily as clowns. They may even be dressed for the regal role.
But I am not donning robes for any role. I am what I am."46 A
man should be judged not on the basis of the labels that he sported
on his lapel but what he stood for and what he did. In his preface to
Gurupeetam, he declared: "A truly 'revolutionary' spirit, self-respect,
and a determination to struggle for one's rights are to be embodied
in one's thoughts, not merely in the slogans one shouts."47
Some prudes asserted that he dealt too explicitly with sex and
that he had come under the influence of Freudianism. Jayakanthan
responded by pointing out that he had heard the name of the father
of psychoanalysis but had made no study of his work. "Even if one
wrote on the basis of Freudian insights, it is not a matter for shame.
But to mention my name in that connection will mean according
to me undeserved respect!" He went on to explain his personal
position.
Sex is not a mere bedroom issue. It is a social issue too. Like
hunger-----
Those who investigate social evils do not look at hunger only.
They see too how a cruel society gives rise to many abominations
in the relations between the sexes.